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Holiday Closures
Our office will be closed

 the following dates:

 Labor Day – Monday, September 1 and 
Columbus Day – Monday, October 13.

continued next page...
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Wind Power Project

   More than 300 people, including elected officials, 
local landowners and citizens, contractors, con-
struction workers, investors and representatives 
of the participating utilities and BPA, gathered on 
May 8 to celebrate the official dedication of our 
White Creek Wind Project. Lakeview Light was 
represented by General Manager Robin Rego serv-
ing as Master of Ceremonies, President Paul Russell, VP 
Gary Jones and Secretary Robert Estrada. 

   In his remarks, Mr. Rego noted that White Creek 
is the largest wind project developed by public 
power in the entire US. The 89 wind turbines gen-
erate enough clean, renewable power to meet the 
needs of more than 30,000 households.

   The White Creek project began in 2002 when 
a group of electric co-ops and consumer-owned 
utilities, including LLP, joined together as the 
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Last Mile Electrical Coopera-
tive. The goal of Last Mile was 
to develop and produce ‘green’   
power. Construction started in 
summer 2006 and the project 
began generating power last 
Thanksgiving – ahead of sched-
ule and under budget. White 
Creek has been producing in-
come steadily since then, even 
in the depths of winter. Accord-
ing to LLP President Paul Rus-
sell, the success of White Creek, 
should allow LLP to hold rates 
steady for the next 20 years, 
barring any major rate hikes    
by BPA.

   Over the past several months, 
climate change has become a 
daily topic in the news. Pressure 
is mounting in Congress to ‘do 
something.’ Although congressio-
nal action on the Climate Security 
Act came to an abrupt halt this 
year, climate change will be re-
visited when the next administra-
tion takes over – no matter which 
side wins in November.  

   One of the more controversial ele-
ments in the Climate Security Act 
(aka the Leiberman-Warner bill) was 
the provision that created a ‘cap-
and-trade’ program on CO2 emissions.

   At first glance cap-and-trade 
seems reasonable: the govern-
ment sets limits (‘caps’) on the 
amount of greenhouse gas ev-
ery company can emit, and al-
locates ‘emissions permits’ for 
every ton of CO2  released into 
the atmosphere. Over time the 
limits become stricter, allowing 
less and less pollution as the 
cap gets smaller.

   Businesses that are able to 
reduce their CO2 emissions to 
amounts less than their limits 
could ‘sell’ their extra permits 
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LLP Board members (l-r) Robert Estrada and VP Gary Jones, and General Manager Robin 

Rego share a proud moment at the dedication of our White Creek Wind project. Mr. Jones is 

also President of our subsidiary, White Creek LL&P Wind Energy.



Please send comments or 

story ideas to: 

              Lakeview Light & Power

              PO Box 98979

              Lakewood, WA  98496-8979

or email: 

           LLP@ lakeviewlight.com

                             is written and 

  designed by Sunburst Studios

Find Your Account 
Number, Win $20

   In each issue of The Light,  
we hide five randomly 

chosen account numbers 
(like 12345-678). If you find 
yours, call us at 584-6060 

before the next newsletter is 
published and you’ll receive 

a $20 credit on your next 
bill. Good luck!

Project Help
    Even though warm weather seems to 

be here at last, some of our members still 
need help paying their power bills. We hope 
you’ll consider making a contribution to 
Project Help, the program that keeps the 
power on for our customers-in-need. Just 
fill in the box on your enclosed statement. LLP doubles every 
donation, so each gift actually goes three times as far.
   This year’s contributions to Project Help total $8,200.62 as of 
May 31. As always, we appreciate your help!

Legislative Watch continued...

Fuel Mix
The Washington State Office of Trade and Economic 
Development requires that all Washington electric 
utilities annually publish their Fuel Mix. Lakeview Light 
is complying with that requirement:

	   Fuel			   Percent
              Biomass 		                     0.13
              Coal	 		     2.32
              Hydro	 		   83.82
              Natural Gas 		     0.89
              Nuclear         		   10.69
              Petroleum 	                   0.03
              Waste		       	    0.05
              Wind	 		     2.07
              Total 		                100.00

   With fuel and other costs 
skyrocketing, many of our cus-
tomers are looking for ways 
to cut costs. Our commercial 
customers who have refrigera-
tion equipment – grocery stores, 
restaurants and convenience 
stores for example – can often 
realize significant savings on 
their power bills by updating or 
replacing their refrigeration units. 

   LLP offers no-cost energy audits 
of commercial refrigeration equip-
ment through our Energy Smart 
Grocer Program. A trained Field 

Energy Conservation
Energy Smart Grocer Program

Energy Analyst will conduct the 
audit and provide a customized 
Energy Savings Report with spe-
cific recommendations for im-
proving your energy efficiency. 
The Energy Smart Grocer Pro-
gram even provides rebates for 
a wide variety of energy saving 
measures, generally from 20% to 
100% of the project cost.

   To sign-up for a free energy 
audit, call us at 1-800-230-9420 
or go to www.energysmarton-
line.org/home.php?u=56 

   Every month our meter reader makes her rounds of our entire 
service area. Usually she records the information in person, so 
she asks that you keep vegetation trimmed around your meter 
site. It takes valuable time and causes much frustration when 
she has to fight through brambles and underbrush.  
	 – We thank you!

Please Trim Your Brambles

to companies who cannot make their required re-
ductions as easily. That’s the ‘trade.’ 

   A more popular cap-and-trade program design 
would allocate only a fraction of the permits to 
companies, and the rest would be auctioned by the 
government to the highest bidder. Supporters of this 
version say it would create revenue that could then 
be used by the government to fund additional cli-
mate change-curbing programs.

   But an auction-based cap-and-trade program is 
fraught with potential problems: it could be eco-
nomically devastating to the public power industry 
and the manufacturing sector. It would also create 
a government bureaucracy of monumental propor-
tions – at the expense of US taxpayers. 

   Cap-and-trade is just one of the things LLP will be 
monitoring in future climate change legislation.

   Closer to home, the debate over salmon protection 
in the Columbia River system continues. It’s a three-
fold challenge – to protect endangered salmon runs,  
provide water for agriculture and generate clean, 
renewable, affordable, reliable electricity. Nearly 
one-third of BPA’s budget goes to salmon mitiga-
tion, which shows up in our customers’ power bills. 
There’s a lot of mis-information about salmon re-
covery in the news, including a recent ’60 Minutes’ 
program on CBS TV. Much has been accomplished 
in the past few years to protect salmon – like res-
toration of habitat, reduction in predation and dra-
matic increases in return rates. Yet a strong faction 
insists the best way to protect salmon is to remove 
the four Snake River dams. The northwest public 
power industry, including LLP, strongly opposes this 
idea, but it’s sure to be in the news again this fall. 

   We urge our customers to be aware of these is-
sues, and to voice your opposition to dam removal 
and cap-and-trade proposals that would have a 
harmful economic impact. We’ll keep you posted on 
how you can help.


